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• intern orientation blueprint • going rural • managing fatigue
• call to boost training capacity in NSW hospitals

Hospital theatre, Ethiopian style

The social cost of elective surgery waiting lists
Not drowning, waving…  
improving emergency response
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classifieds

BILLBOARD

GP POSITION - MURWILLUMBAH
GP with DRACOG Hospital VMO GP obstetrician position, no caesarean 
experience necessary. Eligible for $17,000 annual procedural PIP payment 
and $20,000 annual procedural training grant. Phone: Practice Manager 
02 6672 1244.

PURPOSEDLY BUILT MEDICAL  
OFFICE FOR LEASE 
Very busy, main road, next to dental surgery. Plenty of parking at 
the entrance, ground floor. 3 rooms plus reception area. Start your 
independent practice. Phone Dr Abdollahi on 02 9675 7355/0418 604 388 
or email dr.abdollahi@bigpond.com.

MEDICAL PRACTICE FOR LEASE
Would suit husband and wife VR or doctor team or dedicated solo  
doctor. Walk in ready to start working in a well established busy practice. 
For more information phone Linda on 0412 634 938.

GOSFORD SPECIALIST MEDICAL CENTRE
94 sqm in specialist medical centre. Central location, excellent parking. 
Lease or sell. Phone 02 4353 3929 day or night.

PARTITIONED GROUND FLOOR OFFICE FOR LEASE $57,750 P.A + 
GST, 7 PARKING SPACES AVAILABLE WITH ADDITIONAL COST
Convenient location, in the heart of Chatswood, walk to Chatswood  
Chase. Size: 165 sqm approx, internal kitchen, individually controlled  
air condition. Phone Vera Wong on 02 9418 2822.

PAID RESEARCH FOR DOCTORS AND SPECIALISTS
Need doctors, specialists and medical professionals throughout Australia 
to participate in paid research. $200+cash & refreshments offered. 
Register NOW www.farronresearch.com.au to participate in studies 
throughout 2010. Enquiries 02 9651 4660.

Medical Benevolent Association of NSW   02 9987 0504

Doctors’ Health Advisory Service (NSW)   02 9437 6552

SURGERY ITEMS FOR SALE
Electric bed with attachments 190cm x 65cm, Midmark Autoclave, 2 x 
double deck trolleys with drawer 55x 55cm, 1 x stainless steel trolley  
2 shelves with drawer 50 x 50cm, old style colposcope.  
Phone 02 9144 5309.

MEDICAL CONSULTING ROOMS, KOGARAH
187m2 internal, multiple sec. parking, across St George Hospital. Suit all 
types medical uses. Air con, alarm, excellent terms. Phone Eric,  
0418 265 965/02 9588 3455 or Greg 0403 206 090/02 8567 5455.

CITY PRACTICE FOR LEASE
Sydney CBD, 273m2, ideal for medical specialists, three consulting rooms, 
two procedural/theatre for sedation surgeries, recovery area. New tenant 
to neg lease with Jones Lang Laselle. Phone Debbie 02 9251 3688.

NEUROLOGICAL PRACTICE – ST GEORGE AREA
A vacancy exists for a young consultant neurologist to join an established 
practice in the St George area. Interested parties please phone  
0414 943 760.

GP WANTED – LEICHHARDT
FT/PT or final yr Reg (with or without view) req for non-corp, accred prac. 
Computerised, onsite RN, visiting spec, flexible hrs, Norton St, exc remun 
(80 per cent first month). Phone Dr Joe 02 9550 0322.

SERVICED CONSULTING ROOMS AVAILABLE
Top quality consulting rooms available in Hornsby within established 
medical practice. Sessional, weekly, long-term days available.  
Phone Dr Ian Katz 0416 165 459, email driankatz@gmail.com.

Disclaimer (from pg 21)

Investec Experien Pty Ltd ABN 94 110 704 464 (Investec Experien), 
Investec Bank (Australia) Limited ABN 55 071 292 594 (Investec 
Bank). All finance is subject to our credit assessment criteria. Terms 
and conditions, fees and charges apply. 
1Deposit products are issued by Investec Bank. Before making 
any decision to invest in these products, please contact Investec 
Experien, a division of Investec Bank, for a copy of the Product 
Disclosure Statement and consider whether these products suit your 
personal financial and investment objectives and circumstances. 
Deposits made with Investec Bank are guaranteed by the Australian 
Government as part of the Financial Claims Scheme for amounts up 
to AUD$1 million per client. Amounts in excess of AUD$1 million are 
also eligible to be guaranteed on application under the Australian 
Government Guarantee Scheme for Large Deposits and Wholesale 
Funding. The terms of the government guarantee may change in the 

future and Investec Bank reserves the right to amend these terms 
accordingly. 
2The insurance products listed above are distributed by Experien 
Insurance Services Pty Ltd (Experien Insurance Services). Experien 
Insurance Services is part owned by Investec Experien Pty Ltd. 
Experien Insurance Services is an Authorised Representative of 
Financial Wisdom Limited ABN 70 006 646 108, AFSL 231138, a 
wholly owned but non-guaranteed subsidiary of Commonwealth 
Bank Australia ABN 48 123 123 124. This information is of a general 
nature only and has been prepared without taking into account your 
particular financial needs, circumstances and objectives. While every 
effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information, it is 
not guaranteed. You should obtain a copy of the product disclosure 
statement and also obtain independent professional advice before 
acting on the information contained in this publication. 

What to expect in 
property during 2010?
PROPERTY PRICES 

In 2009 property prices 
performed strongly are 
expected to continue 
increasing in 2010. Growth 
over the next 3 years by  
capital city and median house 
prices are forecasted to be: 
• Adelaide: +23% 
• Sydney: +21% 
• Melbourne: +19% 
• Darwin: +17% 
• Brisbane: +15% 
• Hobart: +15% 
• Perth: +12% 
• Canberra: +12% 

RENTAL MARKETS 

The vacancy rate in each city 
reflects the level of rental 
oversupply or deficiency. A 
vacancy rate of 3.00% in a 
market is considered  
balanced, where rents will  
rise roughly in line with 
inflation. Due to strong 
demand and limited supply 
and new construction, vacancy 
rates are expected remain 
around 1% to 2% in 2010 
which will continue to drive 
strong rental growth in 2010. 

INTEREST RATES

Through the first half of 
2010, the official cash rate is 
expected to remain as is to 
allow for a stronger economic 
foundation to be established 
through an increased 
sentiment in both consumer 
and business confidence.  
The cash rate is expected to
be raised from the second
half of 2010 as signs emerge
that the recovery in new
construction is sustainable.

Prosper Group are leading property buyers agents that assist Doctors find and 
negotiate the right property to suit your needs. 
Endorsed by the AMA NSW and QLD we can assist you with the purchase of your:

• HOME 
• INVESTMENT PROPERTY
• BUSINESS PREMISES 

Call us on 1300 664 373 to see how we can help you. 

For more information www.prospergroup.com.au 
or contact us on  enquiries@prospergroup.com.au 

Chris White
DIRECTOR
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Australian doctor 
saving lives in Ethiopia
AMA (NSW) Director, Policy & Communications, Sim Mead reports on  
his visit to Bahir Dar in Ethiopia in December 2009

It may be that Felege Hiwot Hospital 
in Bahir Dar in north-western Ethiopia 
is about as far away as it is possible 
to get from Sydney both in terms of 
distance and culture but the health 
system issues at first glance are 
uncannily similar. There is a medical 
student ‘tsunami’ at the same time 
as a medical workforce shortage, too 
many patients and not enough beds, 
difficulty in attracting doctors to work 
in rural areas and more.

These superficial similarities very 
quickly disappear when the reality of 
the desperate need for basic medical 
services becomes apparent. Felege 
Hiwot Hospital has 200 beds, five 
specialist doctors and is the referral 
hospital for 20 million people, more 
than a quarter of the population of 
Ethiopia. To put this in some sort 
of perspective and without any 
exaggeration, this is similar to Mt 
Druitt Hospital being the only hospital 
servicing the population of NSW and 
the referral hospital for the entire 

population of Australia – except that 
Mt Druitt hospital has better  
staffing levels. 

One person who is very familiar with 
the inequality between the Australian 
and Ethiopian health systems is Dr 
Andrew Browning. An Australian 
obstetrician trained at St George 
and Royal North Shore Hospitals 
Dr Browning has worked with the 
Hamlin Fistula Hospital in Ethiopia 
since 2001 including the last four 
years in Bahir Dar running the Fistula 
Hospital’s first regional centre. Many 
AMA (NSW) members will be familiar 
with the Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital 
established 50 years ago by two NSW 
obstetricians, Drs Reg and Catherine 
Hamlin, see www.fistulatrust.org for 
details.

The Bahir Dar Fistula Centre is 
located on the campus of Felege Hiwot 
Hospital, on land donated for the 
purpose by the Ethiopian Government. 
There are 35 beds and normally (in 
another echo of the NSW hospital 

system) more than 100 per cent 
occupancy.

Felege Hiwot Hospital is a teaching 
hospital of Bahir Dar University which 
has a large, pleasant and modern 
campus (reminiscent of Macquarie 
University), fifteen thousand students, 
a new medical school and (unlike 
Macquarie), hippotamuses in nearby 
Lake Tana and monkeys playing in the 
trees. The medical school is now into 
its third year and has approximately 
eighty students per year. There is a 
desperate need for qualified teachers 
to the extent that the medical students 
recently boycotted classes in protest 
at the lack of adequate teaching. The 
failure of a medical school with the 
potential to graduate eighty doctors 
per year in a country where people die 
every day because of the lack of basic 
medical care is a tragedy too big to 
contemplate. Dr Browning, in addition 
to his demanding work at the Fistula 
Centre, is currently in discussions 
with local health and medical school 

•  Capital of Amhara region, north 
- west Ethiopia

• Population 167,000
• Hospital: Felege Hiwot
• Referral population: 20 million
• Beds: 200
•  Specialist medical staff: two 

surgeons, two obstetricians,  
one paediatrician

Bahir Dar facts

feature

officials with a view to establishing 
a link between Bahir Dar and a NSW 
teaching hospital. 

Dr Browning told The NSW Doctor 
that “If things go well it may be 
possible for NSW specialists to provide 
teaching expertise in short blocks of 
two to three weeks. If enough NSW 
specialists are interested in this 
proposal it could solve the problem 
and make a massive contribution to 
the medical workforce in Ethiopia. 
Given that Australia has been 
poaching doctors from developing 
countries for many years such a 
program would make a small dent 
in the medical workforce ‘balance of 
payments’.”

According to Dr Browning the 
other critical need in the region is 
emergency obstetric care. At Mota 
Hospital, a two hour drive from Bahir 
Dar, there is a relatively well-equipped 
operating theatre but staff do not 
have the skills to perform caesarean 
sections. There is no free transport 

to Bahir Dar, the local population 
cannot generally afford to pay for 
transport, equivalent to a month’s 
wage, and in any event the two-hour 
travelling time rules it out as an 
option for emergency care. As a result 
the hospital is under-utilised and the 
mortality rate is distressingly high. Dr 
Browning is looking for obstretricians, 
anaesthetists and midwives to 
volunteer to undertake a three-month 
placement at Mota to do this life-
saving work. 

If you are interested in finding out 
more about Dr Andrew Browning’s 
work and the opportunities for 
teaching and/or providing medical 
services in northern Ethiopia, visit 
http://webcasts.prous.com/ics2007/
WebProg.asp?SID=2,5,7 to hear 
Andrew describing his fistula work 
at a 2007 international conference 
or email Sim Mead at AMA (NSW) at 
sim@amansw.com.au.    
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